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The Small Association Leadership Alliance (SALA) announces that the SALA Healthcare 
Program is unavailable in the State of Vermont 

 
(Washington, DC): Today, the Small Association Leadership Alliance (SALA), a national 
membership organization supporting small non-profit’s and chamber organizations through a 
variety of innovative and business-oriented programs and services, announced that it has 
complied with a request from the Vermont State Government to discontinue offering its 
healthcare program in Vermont. 
  
SALA, its Vermont chapter, and the chapter’s executive director received a ‘cease and desist’ 
order directed at our SALA Healthcare Program, while simultaneously various news outlets 
throughout the state were notified by the government through a press release. 
 
“In our opinion, Vermont took an unnecessarily aggressive approach and is limiting its citizen’s 
options for how they contend with healthcare.  They didn’t even bother to call us.” commented 
SALA CEO, Kevin Kennedy.  The VAHCA team acted in good faith and conducted careful research 
and legal consultation to ensure the program was compliant with State law.  It’s relevant to 
note that SALA and its partners have received approval from comparable offices in other states, 
such as California and Colorado. 
 
The SALA healthcare program is an innovative approach utilizing a self-funded minimum 
essential coverage plan for routine and preventative services, which can be coupled with a 
medical cost sharing program for help with unexpected medical needs.  It is not offered directly 
to the public, and while not insurance and no guarantee of full repayment, it does provide an 
affordable and viable option.  
  
The SALA program is currently offered by over 80 organizations in the U.S. and has been 
strongly received by their members.  In fact, in a recent survey, 91% of the participants in the 
SALA Healthcare Program have indicated they are either very satisfied or extremely satisfied 
with the SALA Healthcare Program. 
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Just this month, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Vermont announced an average annual rate increase 
of 14.3% to 14.5% beginning January 1st, 2020.   “Sadly, the healthcare industry is not working 
for the people who need it the most…and have the least resources,” remarked Kennedy.  On 
average, SALA Healthcare Program saves its members 60% when compared to state exchanges. 
 
The State of Vermont also singled out SALA Member NASMM.  NASMM is nationally recognized 
for its innovative programs and expertise related to senior move management, transition and 
relocation issues affecting older adults.  NASMM offers the healthcare program to their 
membership who are trusted with these needs of older Americans. 
  
Effective August 1st, 2019, the Vermont chapter of SALA has been dissolved. Our association 
members throughout the country will be asked to comply with Vermont state government’s 
request that they do not promote or offer the SALA Healthcare Program to any of their own 
association members who are Vermont residents. 
 
 About the Small Association Leadership Alliance 
  
The Small Association Leadership Alliance (SALA) is the only national association for small staff 
association leadership, staff, consultants and service providers. While larger associations have 
large associations helping to guide them, small associations are left behind or priced out of the 
market. SALA provides tangible benefits to small associations, which fills this void. More 
information about the Small Association Leadership Alliance and its benefits of membership can 
be found online at www.SmallAssociations.org. 
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